
Idullatry and the First Commandment 
 
 
God’s absolute commandments against the sin of idolatry is to be understood in the light of the 1st 
commandment, “"You shall have no other gods before me.”  and its preamble,  “"I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”  Ex 20:3, 2.  By these words, 
presented in the form of a covenant, Yahweh is reminding his people of his unique identity that is totally 
different from that of the gods of the nations and of his sovereign, monergistic work by which he 
supernaturally redeemed them from Egyptian enslavement “with great power and with a mighty hand.”  
Ex 32:11.  On the basis of his miraculous redemption of which his people were unworthy recipients, the 
Lord God required them to render him exclusive worship, service and witness.   
 The first commandment establishes God’s unqualified absolute ownership of his redeemed 
people.   They are to worship this God and this God alone.  The clarity and directness of “You shall have 
no other gods before me.”  leaves no possibility for misinterpretation; God’s command is as clear as it is 
pointed.  At its heart lies the understanding that this unique God is to be worshiped as he describes 
himself in his word to his people and in ways that he directs.  In other words, God’s people, whether they 
belong to the old or to the new covenant, are not free to alter his identity or modify his prescribed method 
of worship.  This dictates that we are to worship him in the fullness of his attributes of which he instructs 
us in his word.  Neglecting to do so results in our making him in our own image and in our worshiping 
something other than God.  This, as Dr. R. C.  Sproul states, is “the very essence of idolatry.”    Negatively, 
the primary way in which Israel’s acknowledgment of God’s sovereign dominion over their lives was to be 
evidenced was in their steadfast refusal to worship the gods of the nations. 
 As Israel was preparing to enter into the Promised Land, Moses, the mediator of the old covenant, 
diligently and strenuously reminded them of their relationship with God.  The book of Deuteronomy 
provides us with several instances of the pervasiveness of the divine command to abstain from idolatry.  
Some of these and their underlying reasons are these: 
 
           Idolatry Is Covenant-breaking 
 Deuteronomy 17:2-3 states: “"If there is found among you, within any of your towns that the 
LORD your God is giving you, a man or woman who does what is evil in the sight of the LORD your 
God, in transgressing his covenant, and has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or the sun 
or the moon or any of the host of heaven, which I have forbidden.” 
 To forsake the Lord their God by worshiping the useless idols of the nations was to break 
covenant with their God who demanded their absolute faithfulness.  By his gracious covenant,  God had 
bound himself to his people whom he in return bound to himself, all for his own glory and for their good.  
Idolatry constitutes  consummate spiritual adultery for it involves a deliberate turning away from the Lord 
, a ruthless forsaking of him, the covenant husband of his people- see Isa 54:5- and pursuing foreign gods: 
“.. Then this people will rise and whore after the foreign gods among them in the land that they are 
entering, and they will forsake me and break my covenant that I have made with them.”  Dt 31:16.    


